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PROJECT SUMMARY

Purpose and context:
 
With the renovation of the New Arena at Seattle Center, the Seattle Center Campus looks to address the exterior 
of the Armory building, by acknowledging its history and current use as a food and event hall for the area  This 
phased package of work has removed many non-original elements from the Armory and looks to highlight its 
impressive form and scale as a center and anchor for Seattle Center. The current and final phase consists of a 
new lighting concept that emphasizes the architectural character of the building and is also programmable to 
change color for special events.

Completed Phases of Work:
• Phase 1 (completed 2021)

1.  Removal of non-original items from the building facade (canopies, light fixtures, stucco, etc.)
2. Facade restoration (brick cleaning, concrete painting)
3. New building signs 

• Phase 2 (nearly complete)
1. New entry canopies at northwest and southwest entrances
2. Upgrades to public entries/doors

Proposed Scope of Work Under This Certificate of Approval:
• Phase 3 - New Exterior Building Lighting
 1. Full building facade washes on the east, west and south elevations
 2. Architectural uplighting of window reliefs at the building corners and north entry
 3. Lighting of unique architectural features, namely the north entry eagles
 4. Illumination of new building signage

Proposed Project Schedule:

Updated Design Concept 
Design Development

Construction Documents
Project Bidding

Construction

Fall 2022 Winter / Spring 2023 Summer / Fall 2023
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ARMORY SITE AND CONTEXT

      Seattle Center Campus
1 -  Climate Pledge Arena
2 -  International Fountain
3 -  Memorial Stadium
4 -  McCaw Hall
5 -  MoPOP
6 -  Space Needle
7 -  Armory
8 -  Pacific Science Center
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ARMORY SCOPE OF WORK

*

Facade Wash Downlighting

Uplighting of Window Reliefs at Corners
 
Feature Lighting



6Seattle Center Armory  | City of Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board | ARC Briefing 

Name: Seattle Center - Armory
Address: 305 Harrison St, Seattle WA 98109
Date Constructed: 1939

1939 Northeast corner - then Harrison St1

2

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BUILDING

1

2

The Seattle Armory building was built in 1939 as the Seattle Field Artillery Armory for the National Guard under 
the New Deal Program – Public Works Administration, at the end of the Great Depression.

The Seattle Armory building is a poured in place concrete structure with brick accents. Designed in a streamlined 
modern style, the mass of the building is articulated by concrete relief, ribbon windows with divided lites, and 
bands of brick. The strong horizontal and vertical lines of the building are contrasted by the slope of the site; the 
south elevation of the building sits three stories above grade, the north elevation is four stories. 

Originally built within a residential neighborhood on the block south of the Civic Center Complex, the full-block 
building was bounded by Harrison St, Thomas St, 3rd Ave N, and Nob Hill Ave N. At the time of construction, the 
Seattle Armory was the largest armory building in America. 

The Armory building had two main program areas, the office or head house, at the north end of the building, and 
the expansive volume of the Great Hall to the south. Currently, the head house is used for the offices of Seattle 
Center and other organizations, while the Great Hall forms a food and event hall at the heart of the Seattle Center 
Campus.

In 1957, the city acquired the property through condemnation. The residential areas surrounding the site were 
cleared when in 1962, it became part of the Century 21 – Seattle World’s Fair campus. Serving the fair as the 
“Food Circus,” the building included multiple food concessionaires in the interior, as well as attached structures 
on all facades, as part of a “dress-up” strategy. During the fair, little mention was given on media and pamphlets 
to the Armory building, considered “an eyesore” at the time. 

Multiple attempts have been made throughout the building’s history to apply new identifying features onto the 
Armory’s massive facades. In 2012, an effort was made on the interior of the Armory to strip back the layers 
of finishes to bring the Armory back to its original roots. This effort continues with the proposed modifications 
intended to celebrate the architecture of the Armory as originally designed.

1962 South elevation - Food Circus entrance during  Seattle Worlds Fair
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COMPLETED PHASE 1: REMOVAL OF NON-ORIGINAL ELEMENTS, FACADE RESTORATION, BUILDING SIGNAGE  FOR REFERENCE ONLY

This phase of work involved the removal 
of many non-original elements from 
the Armory to better reflect its original 
architectural character.

The goal of the facade restoration was to 
restore the original high-contrast visual  
impact of the facade using bright concrete 
contrasted by the dark horizontal brick 
elements.  

Restoration work included:
• Cleaning the brick and concrete 

surfaces with medium pressure spray
• Removing abandoned elements and re-

tuckpointing the brick as needed
• Re-painting the concrete in three subtle 

tones selected to enhance the relief of 
the streamlined modern architecture 
and restore the original contrast 
between concrete and brick

• Re-painting of the eagles at the north 
entrance to match the standard 
building palette in order to simplify and 
accentuate the concrete relief

New signage included vertical banners on 
the south facade, pin-mounted signs above 
multiple building entries, and a pin-mounted 
sign on the upper northwest corner of the 
building. 
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COMPLETED PHASE 2: NEW ENTRY CANOPIES AND UPGRADES TO ENTRY DOORS  FOR REFERENCE ONLY

In Phase 2, new canopies were constructed 
to provide minimal weather protection 
where previous canopies were removed. 
Canopies are minimal steel with frosted 
glass inserts and integrated lighting. 
Existing brackets were re-used for support.

Additionally, existing non-original public 
entry doors to the Food and Event Hall, 
previousy frameless and leaky, have been 
replaced by new fully framed storefront 
doors. 



9Seattle Center Armory  | City of Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board | ARC Briefing 

View from northeast corner
Special event/themed lighting

View from northeast corner
Typical lighting condition

Proposed architectural lighting

Existing lighting at entries

PROPOSED PHASE 3: NEW EXTERIOR BUILDING LIGHTING

In Phase 3, new LED lighting will be installed 
to highlight the architecture of the Armory 
and announce its presence on the Seattle 
Center Campus.  Lighting will be provided in 
several layers:

• Full building facade washes on the east, 
west, and south elevations

• Architectural uplighting of window 
reliefs at the building corners and north 
entry

• Lighting of unique architectural 
features, namely the north entry eagles

• Illumination of new building signage

View from southwest corner
Typical lighting condition
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PROPOSED PHASE 3: NEW EXTERIOR BUILDING LIGHTING
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PROPOSED PHASE 3: NEW EXTERIOR BUILDING LIGHTING

Facade Wash Lighting Strategy 
East and West Facades

• Continuous linear fixture will overhang 
roof line by roughly 18”

• Support arms will be mounted to roof 
parapet wherever possible, roof deck 
when necessary

At Tall Parapet At Short Parapet
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PROPOSED PHASE 3: NEW EXTERIOR BUILDING LIGHTING

Facade Wash Lighting Strategy 
South Facade

• Peaked roof parapet not suitable for 
mounting fixtures, therefore using 
facade-mounted fixtures

• Each fixture can be programmed 
individually
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PROPOSED PHASE 3: NEW EXTERIOR BUILDING LIGHTING

South Facade
Banner/Area Lighting

All Facades
Up-lighting of Window Reliefs

East Facade
Northeast Sign Illumination

North Facade
Feature Lighting on Eagles

LUMINAIRE CUT SHEET
Seattle Center ArmoryPROJECT

DATE

PHASE

December 16, 2022
100% Design Development

This luminaire cut sheet is for information purposes only. Refer to final Luminaire Schedule for other acceptable manufacturers, specified 
features, finishes, lamping, etc.
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Photometric Summary (Discrete)

Photometric Summary (Opticolor)

Optics

D u mmy

The Lumenbeam Large Colour Changing is an IP66-rated
luminaire for lighting landscapes, trees, columns, monuments,
and architectural details. The system offers numerous options
including optics for flood or accent lighting, a choice of color
mixing, as well as various accessories, spread lenses, and
controls. The luminaire also has an anti-corrosion option for use
in harsh, chemical, or coastal environments.

Description

Colors and Color Temperature (Discrete) RGB, RGB + white 3000K, RGB + white 4000K, RGB + amber

Features

Colors and Color Temperature
(Opticolor)

Opticolor cluster with MRGBW (red, green, blue, white 3000K),
Opticolor cluster with MRGBW (red, green, blue, white 4000K),
Opticolor cluster with MRGBA (red, green, blue, amber),
MRGBW30K and MRGBW40K can be configured to MRGB via
RDM (consult factory for more details)

Optics (nominal distribution) VN (6°), NS (10°), NF (20°), M (30°), FL (40°), WFL (60°), NAS
(Narrow Asymmetric), WW (Asymmetric Wallwash)

Optical Option Linear spread lens horizontal distribution, Linear spread lens
vertical distribution

Options Short Yoke, 3G ANSI C136.31-2010 Vibration Rating for bridge
applications, Corrosion-resistant coating for hostile
environments

Cable Color Black, White

Power Consumption 50 W

Warranty 5-year limited warranty

Maximum Delivered Output (Discrete) 2,664 lm (RGB full output, NAS @ 2.5°, DMX/RDM), 2,619 lm
(RGBW30K full output, NAS @ 2.5°, DMX/RDM), 2,672 lm
(RGBW40K full output, NAS @ 2.5°, DMX/RDM), 2,168 lm (RGBA
full output, NAS @ 2.5°, DMX/RDM)

Performance

Project Name Qty

Type Catalog / Part Number

Front view Side view

LUMINAIRE CUT SHEET
Seattle Center ArmoryPROJECT

DATE
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December 16, 2022
100% Design Development

This luminaire cut sheet is for information purposes only. Refer to final Luminaire Schedule for other acceptable manufacturers, specified 
features, finishes, lamping, etc.
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Asymmetric wallwash optic details

WWLF - Asymmetric wallwash optic, left feed WWRF - Asymmetric wallwash optic, right feed

Always position frosted side toward the wall.
Fixture's feeding side is based on uplight installations. Feeding sides are reversed when fixture is used in a downlight application.
Recommended setback from wall is 1/10 of the wall height. Example: 2 ft setback for a 20 ft wall.

Mounting options

Surface Mount

SAM - Slim Adjustable Mounting SAM  - Mounting hole pattern

UMP - Fixed Mounting UMP - Mounting hole pattern

LUMINAIRE CUT SHEET
Seattle Center ArmoryPROJECT

DATE
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December 16, 2022
100% Design Development

This luminaire cut sheet is for information purposes only. Refer to final Luminaire Schedule for other acceptable manufacturers, specified 
features, finishes, lamping, etc.
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Satin Black
(BLP)

Satin Bronze
(BZP)

Satin White
(WHP)

Black Wrinkle
(BLW)

Bronze Wrinkle
(BZW)

White Wrinkle
(WHW)

Verde
(VER)

Satin Aluminum
(SAP)

Cascade Mtn.
Granite (CMG)

Black Chrome
(BCM)

Cracked Ice
(CRI)

Weathered Iron
(WIR)

Rocky Mtn.
Granite (RMG)

Beige (BGE)

Mojave Desert
Sandstone (MDS)

Clear Anodized
Powder (CAP)

Sierra Mtn
Granite (SMG)

Weathered
Copper (WCP)

Antique Brass
Powder (ABP)

Cream
(CRM)

Aleutian Mtn
Granite (AMG)

Old Copper
(OCP)

Brown Patina
Powder (BPP)

Antique White
(AQW)

Textured Forest
(TXF)

Hunter Green
(HUG)

Sonoran Desert
Sandstone (SDS)

Natural Brass
Powder (NBP)

STANDARD FINISHES PREMIUM FINISHES

Click Here to view larger, full-color swatches of all 
available finishes on our website.

DELTA STAR - TWIN SIGN STAR STYLE ‘C’ LED IP66 RATED

“A/D” CAP “B/E” CAP “C” CAP

(114mm)
4 1/2"

3 1/8"
(79mm)

2 1/4”
(57mm)

2 3/8”
(60mm) 1"

(25mm) (38mm)
1 1/2”

“F” CAP

(51mm)
2"

CANOPY - SIDE VIEW SIDE VIEW

PC - SIDE VIEW UPM - SIDE VIEW

2 1/4" Dia.
(57mm)

4" 
(102mm)

3/8"
(10mm)

Specify Inches 18"- 48" Maximum 
(457mm - 914mm) 

3 1/8" 
(79mm)

1" Dia. 
(25mm) Locking O-Ring

Compression
Knuckle

4 1/8"
(105mm)

2 1/4" Dia.
(57mm)

4" 
(102mm)

2 1/4"
(57mm)

Specify Inches 18"- 36” Maximum 
(457mm - 1219mm) 

3 1/8" 
(79mm)

2 3/8"
(60mm)

3 7/8"
(98mm)

2 1/4" Dia.
(57mm)

4" 
(102mm)

Specify Inches 18"- 48" Maximum 
(457mm - 1219mm) 

3 1/8" 
(79mm)

12/02/2020 SKU-745   
SUB-2282-00 


